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+ symbol not coming in php GET variable read from url [duplicate] 


a. 
This question already has an answer here: 
ls it possible to preserve plus signs in PHP $_GET vars without encoding? 5 answers 
lam retrieving a GET variable from URL which contains "+" in between the string. But PHP is storing 
"space" instead of "+" 
PFB output : 


in URL : key=7VR47WOtmD+acS@ 

php echo : echo rawurlencode$ GET['key']) ; 
//returns 

7VR47WOtmD acS@ 


Could you please tell me how to get + symbol in the php output ? 


Note: do not suggest find and replace option 
php 


share | improve this question asked Dec 27 '13 at 20:27 
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marked as duplicate by Felix Kling, ComFreek, dev-null-dweller, Ahmed 
Siouani, Michael Hampton Dec 28 '13 at 3:00 


This question has been asked before and already has an answer. If those answers do not fully address your 
question, please ask a new question. 


2 Answers active oldest votes 


A You need to encode reserved characters ($ & + / : ; ? @ etc) if you want to use them in an URL. 
You need to use %2B instead of + . If you're using PHP to generate the URL, then you can use the 
2 function urlencode() to automatically encode all characters that require encoding. 


Ww 
share | improve this answer answered Dec 27 '13 at 20:29 
I Amal Murali 
34.4k *6*24®50 


its a link from email which is containing the variables, i am reading. — logan Dec 27 '13 at 20:33 


@logan: So, URL-encoding is not an option? — Amal Murali Dec 27 '13 at 20:40 


a Yes, that's how URLs work. The character + in URLs must, because of the URL specification, be 
interpreted as a space, as plain spaces are not allowed in URLs. If you want to send a true + character 
1 (or a space for that matter) you must escape it using something like encodeURIComponent ("+") (in 
W the browser) or urlencode("+") in PHP, before sending it. 


share | improve this answer answered Dec 27 '13 at 20:29 
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Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged php or ask your 
own question. 
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